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SUBJECT : NATURAL GAS FOUND IN BAY OF BENGAL 

1 . AIR VICE MARSHAL MAHMOOD, IN CHARGE OF PETROLEUM 
MINISTRY, HELD PRESS CONFERENCE JANUARY 31 TO ANNOUNCE 
DISCOVERY BY UNION OIL COMPANY OF NATURAL GAS IN THE 
BAY OF BENGAL. UNION OIL COMPANY IS MAKING SIMULTANEOUS 
ANNOUNCEMENT IN US AS FOLLOWS: BEGIN TEXT. UNION OIL 
COMPANY OF CALIFORNIA ANNOUNCED TODAY THAT AN 
EXPLORATORY WELL DRILLED IN THE BAY OF BENGAL, 

50 MILES OFFSHORE BANGLADESH, HAS TESTED NATURAL GAS. 

THE WELL, KUTUBDIA NO. 1, TESTED GAS AT A RATE OF 

17.9 MILLION CUBIC FEET PER DAY THROUGH A THREE-QUARTER 

INCH CHOKE FROM PERFORATIONS BETWEEN 8,730 AND 8,760 FEET. 

OTHER POTENTIAL GAS SANDS IN THE WELL WERE NOT TESTED. 

DRILLED IN WATER 27 FEET DEEP, THE WELL IS 
APPROXIMATELY 60 MILES SOUTHWEST OF THE CITY OF CHITTA- 
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GONG. 

THE WELL WAS DRILLED BY UNION'S WHOLLY OWNED SUBSI- 
DIARY, UNION OIL COMPANY OF BANGLADESH, UNDER A PRODUC- 
TION SHARING CONTRACT WITH THE BANGLADESH OIL AND GAS 
CORPORATION, THE STATE-OWNED OIL COMPANY, UNION OIL 
COMPANY OF BANGLADESH HAS A 75 PERCENT INTEREST IN THE 
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CONTRACT AND UNION OIL COMPANY OF CANADA LIMITED HAS 
25 PERCENT. 

RESULTS OF THE WELL WILL BE STUDIED BEFORE ANY 
DECISIONS ARE MADE ON FUTURE ACTIVITY. END TEXT. 

2. COMMENT. UNION OIL COMPANY OFFICIALS HERE TELL US 
THAT THE GAS WAS TESTED AND THAT NO CONDENSATES WERE 
PRESENT. END COMMENT. 

3. THE YUGOSLAV OFF-SHORE OIL EXPLORATION FIRM OF 
INA-NAFTAPLIN, IN A PRODUCTION SHARING PARTNERSHIP WITH 
THE US FIRM. TEXAS-PACIFIC (TP) (20 PERCENT), IS DRILLING THE 
ONLY OTHER WELL IN BANGLADESH WATERS THIS SEASON. 

THAT WELL, BEGUN ON DECEMBER 25. HAS NOW REACHED THE 
14,000 FOOT LEVEL. LAST YEAR EXTREME PRESSURE AT ABOUT 
THE SAME DEPTH FORCED INA TO ABANDON ITS FIRST OFFSHORE 
WELL, AFTER FINDING GAS. IF A REPETITION OF THIS PRESSURE 
PROBLEM IS AVOIDED, THE INA/TP TEAM HOPES TO DRILL DOWN 
ANOTHER 2,500 FEET. THIS DRILLING OPERATION TO THE SAME 
FORMATION DRILLED LAST YEAR, IS EXPECTED TO BE 
COMPLETED BY LATE FEBRUARY. 

MASTERS 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: LPG, OFFSHORE OIL FIELDS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 31 -Jan-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977DACCA0051 1 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770034-1146 
Format: TEL 
From: DACCA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 97701 4/aaaaactb.tel 

Line Count: 85 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: fcfea2d4-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EB 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 16-Sep-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3565463 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NATURAL GAS FOUND IN BAY OF BENGAL 
TAGS: ENRG, BG 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/fcfea2d4-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



